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DETAILED ACTION 


Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Germany on December 5, 2003. It is noted, however, that applicant 
has not filed a certified copy of the German application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed on August 26, 2004 has bee received 
and the references listed thereon have been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the structure wherein 
each overlapping end (which includes both ends) of the guide bar having a protective 
tab as claimed in claim 7; the spring as set forth in claim 10; and the immobilization 
device including the specific structure thereof as claimed in claims 11-13 must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should Include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
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is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On page 7, line 2, "a spring" is unclear as to what it refers, and it is suggested to 
either add a numeral or --(not shown)- as appropriate. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 1-13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1 , line 1 , "or the like" is not sufficiently clear as to what other types of 
sheet material are intended thereby; in line 7, it seems that -the- is missing before 
each of "bed" and "guide bar**, and it should be inserted for clarity. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, 1^^ paragraph 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 4 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 4, the disclosure does not provide sufficient support for the 
structure to limit the pivoting of the guide bar to 10 degrees and thus does not provide 
an enabling embodiment therefor. 

Regarding claims 11-13, the disclosure does not provide sufficient support for the 
immobilization device including the specific structure thereof to perform the recited 
functions and thus does not provide an enabling disclosure therefor. 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. 
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The specification and drawings do not provide support for each overlapping end 
of the guide bar having a downwardly projecting protective tab overlapping the bed. 
Rather, support is provided for only one protective tab on the guide bar. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, 2^^ paragraph 

9. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 6, the recitations of "end(s)" and "overlap(s)" renders the claim vague 
and indefinite as to whether one or a plurality of ends are being claimed. 

In claim 9, the recitation *\A/herein without actuation" is vague and indefinite as to 
what is being set forth (that is, it is not clear as to what structure is being implied by the 
subject recitation in this particular instance). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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1 1 . Claims 1-4. 6-9, 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by IVIori, pn 5,069,097 (hereafter IVIori '097). 

Mori '097 discloses a cutting unit with every structural limitation of the claimed 
invention including: 

a planar bed (e.g., 53) for supporting the sheet material and a rotary cutting 
device that has a knife carriage (e.g., 40) displaceable on a guide bar (e.g.. 35) and a 
circular knife (e.g., 26) rotatably mounted thereon, wherein the guide bar is raisable 
from a lower cutting position into an upper initial position, and lowerable from the latter 
back into the cutting position, and the gap between bed and guide bar is inaccessible 
from the ends of the guide bar; 

wherein the guide bar is guided in vertically displaceable fashion in the region of 
its ends; 

wherein the guide bar is raisable by 5 to 20 mm (although not limited thereto); 
wherein the guide bar is mounted pivotably about a horizontal axis (e.g., at 41) in 
the region of one end; 

wherein the ends of the guide bar overlap the bed; 

wherein each overlapping end of the guide bar has a downwardly projecting 
protective tab (e.g., at 50, 41 ) overlapping the bed; 

wherein the protective tab (e.g. 41) is laterally guided in a slot (e.g., 58) in the 

bed; 

wherein without actuation, the guide bar assumes the cutting position (e.g., as 
shown in Fig. 3); 
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wherein the guide bar is retainable in the cutting position at its vertically movable 
end by means of an immobilization device (e.g., 50, 58), and wherein the immobilization 
device is embodied as a snap device (e.g., 50 and/or 58) into which the guide bar 
automatically and disengageably snaps upon movement into the cutting position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Mori, pn 5,069,097 (hereafter Mori 
'097). 

Mori '097 discloses a cutting unit with every structural limitation of the claimed 
invention as described above and further including the snap device having an actuation 
slider (e.g., 50) with which the snap device is disengageable. 

In the alternative, if it is argued that the snap device is not part of the guide bar, 
and thus Mori '097 does not disclose the snap device having an actuation slider with 
which the snap device is disengageable, the Examiner respectfully submits that such a 
configuration would amount to a mere reversal of parts, wherein the recess 58 is 
provided in the guide bar, and the spring biased hook 50 is provided on the base 53. It 
is well settled that such a reversal of parts has been held to be an obvious expedient to 
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one having ordinary skill in the art and would amount to a mere matter of design choice 
to one having ordinary skill in the art. 

14. Claims 1 , 2, 6-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
Mori, pn 5,671,647 (hereafter Mori '647) or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over Mori, pn 5,671 ,647 (hereafter Mori '647) in view of Mori, pn 5,069,097 
(hereafter Mori '097). 

Mori '647 discloses a cutting unit with every structural limitation of the claimed 
invention including: 

a planar bed (e.g., 14) for supporting the sheet material and a rotary cutting 
device that has a knife carriage (e.g., 16) displaceable on a guide bar (e.g., 13) and a 
circular knife (e.g., 20) rotatably mounted thereon, wherein the guide bar is raisable 
from a lower cutting position into an upper initial position, and lowerable from the latter 
back into the cutting position, and the gap between bed and guide bar is inaccessible 
from the ends of the guide bar; 

wherein the guide bar is guided in vertically displaceable fashion in the region of 
its ends; 

wherein the ends of the guide bar overlap the bed; 

wherein each overlapping end of the guide bar has a downwardly projecting 
protective tab (e.g., at 15) overlapping the bed; 

wherein the protective tab (e.g. 15) is laterally guided in a slot (e.g., see Fig. 1) in 
the bed; and 
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wherein without actuation, the guide bar is held in the upper position by means of 
a spring (e.g., 19). 

In the alternative, if it is argued that Mori '647 does not explicitly disclose that the 
rotary blade is circular, such circular blades/knives are old and well known in the art and 
provided various well known benefits including efficient operation as well as being 
inexpensive to manufacture and assemble. Mori '097 discloses one example of such a 
circular blade/knife. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art to provide a circular blade/knife on the apparatus of Mori '647 for the well 
known benefits including those described above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mori, pn 
5,069,097 (hereafter Mori '097). 

Mori '097 discloses a cutting unit with almost every structural limitation of the 
claimed invention as described above but lacks an explicit disclosure of the guide bar 
being limited to 10 degrees of pivoting. However, to provide such a limited pivoting 
action would be the mere discovery of the optimum or workable ranges within the 
general conditions of the prior art by routine experimentation and therefore obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art. 
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Conclusion 


16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F, Dexter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4505. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on (571)272-4514. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Clark F. Dexter 
Primary Examiner 
Art Um't 3724 . 
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